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tions from the latter, reported to his Majesty on current
affairs. He also on various occasions accompanied the
monarch, in an official capacity, to bathing resorts, as
for instance to Ems in the early summer of 1870, where
he made himself useful during the last days of his stay
and earned the thanks of the Chancellor. In the ad-
joining salon his Excellency the Secretary of State, Yon
Thile, receives the diplomatists whom the Chancellor
hiniBclf IB unable to see. He suddenly resigned, if I
remember rightly, on the 2nd of October, 1872, and
retired into private life. I will, later on, give some
particulars of the motives for this step. He was opposed
to the Kulturkampf, and longed for the return of the
peace of former times. He was exceptionally amiable
as a superior. For a short time after his retirement his
position was filled by von Balen, the German Minister
at the Belgian Court. A definitive successor was then
appointed in the person of von Billow of Mecklenburg,
who (I am also writing for the lay public), as Minister
of State and Excellency, must not be confounded with
hiB namesake mentioned above. Count Bismarck-Bohlen
and Baron von Gundlach only put in an appearance here
occasionally. The former, a cousin of the Chancellor's,
was a lieutenant in the Dragoon Guards and a Councillor
of Embassy, and had charge of all sorts of personal
affairw of the Chief, principally such as were of little
importance. He was also the medium for the Minister's
communications with the Literary Bureau in the Ministry
of State, and with Stieber, the chief of the Berlin detec-
tive force. Naturally good-natured he was addicted to
bragging, played the heathen and the roue on a small
scale, and indulged in jokes and puns which were not
always bad; but he never carried weight with any one,
even the Secretaries upon whom he occasionally tried to